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The I-751 petition is notoriously daunting for many firms and clients due to the amount of information
that must be collected on the form. This form proves that your client’s marriage is legitimate, secures
their residential stability, and ensures their legal right to work in the U.S. As a result, the I-751 form
requires extensive evidence filed at the proper time, and followed up diligently. In fact, insufficient,
disorganized documentation is one of the most frequently cited I-751 denial reasons.

For many firms, filing an I-751 form is also a litmus test for how efficient your internal processes really
are. It’s a “high-touch” process that utilizes every aspect of your firm’s communication and document
management systems.

When handled well, and with the support of immigration form filling software, you will secure client
trust and help them start their new life on a strong legal footing.

What is the I-751 Form Used For?
The Petition to Remove Conditions on Residence, or I-751 form, is the step that moves your client
from a two-year conditional green card (based on marriage to a citizen) to their own permanent 10-
year documentation. It establishes their residency and, importantly, avoids the risk of deportation.

As an attorney, you are responsible for guiding the client through building proof of a bona fide
marriage, even as USCIS scrutiny has intensified, making a streamlined and efficient approach
essential.
Updated policy from USCIS includes:

Late 2025 restrictions around specific nationalities
Stringent deadlines, especially for Requests for Evidence (RFE) or Notices of Intent to Deny
(NOID)
Longer processing times, resulting in increased extensions
Stronger vetting and screening
No direct appeal path for denials

Interviews are nearly guaranteed, and the I-751 form processing time has increased significantly.
Most cases are completed within 36 months, but some may take longer, according to the USCIS
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tracking tool. As such, it’s more important than ever before that attorneys are well-prepared and
supported by efficient processes.

When to File Form 1-751
Timing is also critical. The I-751 form must be filed within the 90-day window ahead of the client’s
second anniversary of receiving their conditional residency. Filing too early will trigger rejection, but
filing too late increases risk. Clear visibility across your caseload is essential to meeting these
deadlines.

How to File Form I-751
At a high level, the I-751 process is:

Accessing an I-751 form download.
Completing it using the current I-751 form instructions.
Gathering evidence using a structured I-751 documents checklist.
Submitting the correct I-751 form fee.

You can file the I-751 form online or via mail. Many firms use internal templates (like an I-751 form
sample) to standardize filings, but the real complexity lies in the supporting evidence and client
communication, and that’s where many filings fail.

Handling RFEs and Interview Prep

Strong preparation will be critical to your client’s results. You can minimize RFEs by maintaining an
I-751 document checklist that:

Ensures the evidence clearly showcases their shared financial/residential life
Avoids documentation inconsistencies
Keeps files organized and reviewable

With interviews, especially the Stokes interview, clients must be equally prepared. These are
litigation-style “defenses” that require file audits and attention to inconsistencies or red flags. Mock
interviews to prepare the client and even greater attention to documents are essential. You may also
need to intervene on your client’s behalf if questioning is inappropriate.

In short, you need to rely on your case notes and task management systems to support you in this
critical phase, and collaboration is often necessary to manage I-751 form filing.

What is the Strongest Evidence for I-751?
Successful I-175 forms include strong evidence for a sustained, shared life together. Pull together
documents that consistently show important joint actions, including:

Joint bank account statements
Photographs and affidavits
Tax returns filed together
Lease agreements or mortgage documents
Joint insurance policies
Birth certificates of children
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The goal is to show a shared life convincingly across documents, not specific document types.

What Percentage of I-751s are Denied?
Historically, I-751 denial rates are low (3–5%), as seen in 2023’s 4% average. However, scrutiny has
increased somewhat in recent years.

What Are Common I-751 Rejection Reasons?

The primary I-751 denial reason is, undoubtedly, lack of bona fide marriage proof. However, these
common reasons are also seen:

Filing errors or incorrect timing
Failure to respond to RFEs or NOIDs
Poor documentation of loss, divorce, or separation
Criminal history
Missed interviews

Note that most of these are operational rejection reasons, not legal ones.

The Filing Workflow: Where Firms Lose Time and Make Mistakes

These inefficiencies compound quickly. And should you miss the 90-day window, it creates
malpractice risk. Attorneys need reliable systems for:

Tracking the 90-day window across clients
Identifying who needs to file, when
Collecting documents from unresponsive clients
Organizing large evidence packages consistently

Unstructured or manual systems become fragmented and error-prone, but a structured system will
help you beat risk.

LollyLaw: Streamlining Immigration Form Filing
High-volume or manual I-751 workloads pose compounding risks to the firm and client. Generic legal
platforms are also often insufficient for the demands of I-751 filings at volume.

LollyLaw is designed specifically for immigration case management, allowing firms to:

Centralize their case management, documents, deadlines, and status tracking
Assign custom workflows and milestones aligned with USCIS processes
Securely share updates and notifications in the client bridge, in clients’ preferred language
Use real-time collaboration for forms and documents
Access I-751 form downloads from the regularly updated USCIS form library, to ensure you
consistently use the most recent form
Generate automated reports to prioritize cases by status and deadlines
Streamline intake and form completion with questionnaires and automatic translation to the
client’s language of choice

Strong documentation and disciplined workflows are essential to successfully filing I-175 forms, while
proactive client preparation is the secret to approval. It’s not just about risk reduction; it’s also the
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key to client confidence.

LollyLaw is a case management platform built for immigration and makes it easy to avoid preventable
errors and better serve clients, even at scale. To learn more, book a demo today.

https://lollylaw.com/get-a-demo/

